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TOTNES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


"Rushbrook" 

Totnes* 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1950 
on  the  health  of  the  Totnes  Rural  District* 

The  live  birth  rate  was  13*0  as  compared  with  13*7  in  194-9 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  15*8 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  17*2  per  1,000  live  births,  as 
compared  with  4-3*7  in  1949,  the  figure  for  England  &  Wales  being  29*8 


The  death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate 


live  births  was  1 7*  7 

The  crude  death  rate  for  the  year  was  12*7  per  1,000 
estimated  resident  population,  the  figure  for  1949  being  13*1 
and  that  for  England  and  Wales  11*6 
General  Statistics. 


Area  (Acres)  . . . .  . . . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80,978 

Population  -  Census  1921 . .  . . .  ...  ...  ...  11,918 

-  Census  1931 . . .  . ..  . . . ..  12,362 

-  Census  1931 . . . . .  . ..  •••  13*923 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  resident  population  .  ...  13*390 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1931)  •  • . . . . .  3*34-8 

Rateable  value  .  . . . .  ...  . . . . .  ...  ...  . .  *£79  * 740 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . £332*  0.  8, 


The  population  is  chiefly  agricultural,  and  there  is  no 
occupation  which  has  any  particular  influence  on  health*  There  is 
very  little  unemployment  in  the  area. 


Vital  Statistics. 
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TOTAL 

Live  births  Legitimate 
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Legitimate 
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Illegitimate 
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2. 

Birth  Pet  go  per  1  ,000  os  cimated  resident  population  , , ,  . . .  . , ,  «<>•  13*0 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  (England  &  Wales) . . .  13^3 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,7 

Death  rate  per  1,000  (England  &  Wales)  ...  . .  n#6 

Deaths  from  diseases  &  accidents  of  pregnancy  &  childbirth . .  0 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  ago: ~ 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  17.2 

All  infants  etc.  (England  &  Wales)  ..  ...  ...  ...  . .  .  29.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1  ,000  legitimate  live  births  . .  .  1 7. 7 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  . . . .  ...  ,  31 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ,.  ...  ...  ...  . .  NIL 

))))))))))))))) 

Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Total  Admitted  to  Died 
hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  3  3- 

Diphtheria  - 

Enteric  Fever  - 

Pneumonia  4 

Puerperal  Fever  - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  - 

Erysiples  1 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  331 

)))))))))))))))))))) 

Public  Health  (prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Re gulation ,  1 92$. 

AGE  PERIOD  Now  cases  Deaths 

Respiratory  Non- respiratory  Respiratory  N on-respiratory 

M  F  M  F  M  F  M  F 

0  0000  -  -  -  - 

1  0000  -  -  -  - 

3  0000  —  —  —  — 

10  0001  - 

15  0000  1 

20  0200  - 

25  110  1  1 

35  2301  2  2 

45  1  2  0  0  -  1 

55  2100  - 

65  &  over  0100  -  1 

TOTAL  61003  2600 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30192936 
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18. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M 

Tuberculosis  -  respiratory  ...  . . . .  ...  ...  .  . . 2 

Tuberculosis  -  other  ...  .  ...  . . ,  ...  , » .  » . .  .  „ ,  .  „ . 0 

Syphilitic  disease  .....  .  ...  . ...  ...  ...  . ..  ...  ....  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ,3,  , . ..  ...  ....  0 

Whooping  Cough . . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 0 

Meningococcal  infections  .  ...  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . .  ...  ...  ....  1 

Me  aslcs  ...  ..  ...  .0..  0.  * . .  ...  . . 0  . o  0  ...  ..o  .0.  ...  .0..  0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases . . . 0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  . .  ...  . 3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . .  ...  ...  ...  . . . 0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  0 

Other  Malignant  Sz  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ...  ...  . . .  ....  12 

Leukaemia,  Aloukaejjiia  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 0 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 0 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ....  10 

Coronary  disease,  Angina  ....  ...  ...  . . .  ...  ...  ....  13 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  2 

Other  Heart  disease  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . .  ....  12 

Other  Circulatory  disease  . ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 6 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  •  ..  ...  ...  . . 1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  .#*  •  ..  ...  <>«•  .o.  00.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..o.  2 

Bronchitis  ..  . .  ...  . . 3 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  0 

Gastritis ,  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 0 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ....  2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  3 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  , .  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . •  0 

Congenital  Malformations  .  ...  ...  . .  ...  ...  . 1 

Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases  «  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 4 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . .  . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  .  . . 0 

All  other  accidents  ,.  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  4 

STJTLdCiC  •••  #  o  •  •  O  •  i  0  •oe  900  000  009  0  0  9  0  9  0  OOO  moo  0  9  9  0  J 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...»  0 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Rat t cry  -  A  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  has  been  carried  out. 

Mar Id on  -  A  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme. is  in  course  of  construction. 
The  Contractor  lias  now  been  in  the  parish  for  12  months* 


Food 


Moat  and  other  foods 


There  are  no  public  slaughter-houses  in  the  rural  district  and 
only  ono  Knacker’s  Yard  which  is  maintained  in  good  condition 
and  is  inspected  periodically* 

Ico  Cream 

There  arc  24  licensed  retailers  of  lee  Cream  but  no 
manufacturers  have  premises  in  this  district.  All  the 
retailors  arc  provided  with  refrigerators  and  only  sell  ico  cream 
wrapped  and  as  supplied  from  the  factories* 

Food  P oisoning  Outbreaks 

An  outbreak  of  Salmonella  Food  Poisoning  occurred  in  the  summer 
(June  and  July)  when  approximately  100  persons  suffered  through  having 
eaten  artificial  cream  confectionery  obtained  locally.  The  outbreak 
occurred  both  in  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  of  Totnos  and 
investigations  were  conducted  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  B«  Moore 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Exeter,  The  field  work  was 
somewhat  hampered  by  the  fact  that  many  eases  wore  not  notified  by 
General  Practitioners, 


I  am,  Your  obedient  Servant, 
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